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early to mid-19th
Bell House century
Odenton vicinity Private

The Bell House has a setting of unusual beauty and purity,
overlooking open fields to the south. The main block is a frame, two

story I house With stone and brick exterior chimneys., The irregular
fenestration Suggests that the house wag built in two sections. Also,
it is bossibly log, as are several of the outbuildings.
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DESCRIPTION AR-1oy

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT —_DETERIORATED XZUNALTERED /_ORIGINAL SITE
—GooD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE
L_FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Bell house is a T- shaped, 2 story, frame structure located
near the end of Francis Station Road, Several large trees stand in
the yard which overlooks fields and barns to the south of the
housge.

The principal and oldest section of the house faces north with its
moderately sloped A-foor running east-west., At either ends of
this section is a large exterior chimney built of stone and brick.
The base of each is about 6 feet wide and 2 1/2 feet deep. The
chimney is made of rough field stone, laid in mortar and thin-

ly stuccoed, up to the level of the attic. Above that point the
stack is made of brick. The north facade of the building has

an irregular placement of ‘windows with large pane (2/2) sash.
The wood siding has been covered with asbestos shingles. The
front door is located off-center in the second bay from the east
end. A one story, screened porch covers that end of the facade.

A kitchen was added to the east end of the main building and a
two story section forms a T on the south side.

Note:Further investigation of the building would be necessary

to determine if part of the front section is log. In Sept,, 1978
the surveyor was not allowed to enter the house.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —.ARCHEULOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ——RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—-1500-1599 '_/.AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS —LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 ¥ ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION —MILITARY __SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART __ENGINEERING —-MusIC _THEATER
¥ 800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—-1900- _—COMMUNICATIONS ——INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _—OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION

*®

SPECIFIC DATES €asle, To mud 1546 ¢. BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bell House has an unusually beautiful and untouched set-

ting, overlooking open fields and barns to the south.

The

main block is a frame, two story I house with stone and brick
exterior chimneys. The fenestration is very irregular, suggest-
ing that the main block may have been built in two sections.

It is also possible that i& was constructed of log as were

several of the outbuildings. One of these, a wood shed is
sheathed with vertical boards, but the interior reveals that it
is log. Although some of the outbuildings have been torn down,
many of them reméin, including barns, a smokehouse, a springhouse,
a kitchen , and several misc. utility buildings. The building
is repreSentatjgg gfrggrlv to mid 19th century folk housing ,
some .f which Y&d no pretension. to an academic style.

The Bell house is an example of the close organic relatignship
which can exist between a structure and its Xkx ruial .setting. _.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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FEJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

FIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE QR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

[E1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE Amy Hiatt ( April, 1976) and Marion M. Carrol (Sept. 1978)

ORGANIZATION

AA Ct. Dept. of Planning and Zoning DATE  Sept. 1978

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

Arundel Centexr

CITY OR TOWN R STATE
Annapolis

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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NOMINATION FORM
for the
NATIONAI REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

7 WARE
C OMMON:

Bell House

AND/OR HISTORIC:

[2. LOCATION

STREET ANC NUMBER:

South side of Frances Station Road, 1 1/4 mile from jct. with Waugh

CiTY OR TOWN:

Chapel Road near Four Seasons Estates Odenton
STATE COUNTY:
nd — _|__Anne Arundel _
[3. CLASSIFICATION Gt S e P
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STATUS

(Check One) N : TO THE PUBLIC

! District & Building O Public Public Acquisition: 8 Occupied Yes:

O Site {7 Structure B Private O In Process O Unaccupied [ Restricted

{3 Object [ Both [] Being Considered [ Preservotion wark O Unrestricted
in progress B No

PRESENT USE (Check One ar More as Appropriate)

BB Agricultural 3 Government O Pork [ Transportatian [ Comments
O Commercial 5 Industriol ] Private Residence ] Other (Specity)

] Educatianal ] Military O Religious

{7 Entertainment 7 Museum O Scientific

F4. OWNER OF PROPERTY o ’ S

OWNER S NAME:

Alma E. Smith, et al

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: . STATE:

. Odenton Maryland 21113 _
[5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION ——

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

el County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

Annapolis, Maryland

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE

Map #36 AD #4 Parcel {3 Liber/folil #2637/837
TltlemBeference of Current Deed (Book & Pg, #);:

DATE OF SURVEY: [ Federcl ] State [ County O Lacal
DEFPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
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(Check One)
CONDITION [ Exceilent -'Good O Foir [ Deterioroted {3 Ruins 3 ‘Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
] Altered 8 Uncirered [ Moved @ Originol Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT # 4D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Bell house is a T-shaped, 2 story, frame structure located near
the end of Frances Station Road. Several large trees stand in the yard
which overlooks open fields and the barns to the south of the house.

The principal and oldest section of the house faces north with its
moderately sloped A-roof running east-west. At either end of this section
is a large exterior chimmey built of stone and brick. The base of each

is about 6 feet wide and 2 1/2 feet deep. The chimney is made of rough
field stone, laid in mortar and thinly stuccoed, up to the level of the
attic. Above that point the stack is made of brick. The north facade

of the building has an irregular placement of windows with large pane (2/2)
sashes. The wood siding has been covered with asbestos shingle. The
front door is located off-center in the second bay from the east end.

A one story, screened porch covers that end of the facade.

A kitchen was added to the east end of the main building and a 2

story section forms a T on the south side.

The heuse was owned w the last half of the (qoo's loq Frances
Bell for whom the Francis Stoticn was Womed,
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PERIOD (Check One or Mare as Appropriate)
7] Pre-Calumbian {3 16th Century
[ 15th Century {3 17th Century

(= 18th Century ] 20th Century
8 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or Mare ae Appropriate)

Abor iginal {3 Education
{3 Prehistoric {3 Engineering
{3 Histaric {3 !'ndustry
{3 Agriculture [ lnventian
{3 Architecture {3 Londscape
0O Anr Architecture
{3 Commerce {3 Literature
{3 Communications O Military
{3 Caoanservation 3 Music

o0 0040 00

Political O Urben Planning

Religion/Phi- {3 Other (Specity)
losophy

Science

Sculpture

Social/Human-

itarian

Theater

Transpartation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
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[10. GEGGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES '
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LDCATING THE PROPERTY o

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PRDPERTY

SW o ' - -] .

R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
GDRNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o , - ° , - o . ° ,
NE o » » o ’ »
SE o . - o , -

.
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF MOMMATIED PROFPERTY: /00 acres

Acreage Justification:

{
i

‘11. FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:

Amy Hiatt
DRGANIZATIDN DATE
Anne Arundel County Office of Planning and Zoning July 1975

STREET AND NUMBER:

Arundel Center

CITY DR TOWNN: STATE

Annapolis Maryland

2. . . .
-;JState Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
National (7] State [} Local (J

Signature
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